USTA/Midwest Tennis &
Education Foundation
Corportate Donation and
Sponsorship Information

Who We Are:
The USTA/Midwest Tennis & Education Foundation
(USTA/MTEF) is the charitable arm of the USTA/Midwest
Section. Its purpose is to provide financial support and
educational opportunities to community organizations and
groups, programs, and individuals. We make a difference by
providing tennis opportunities to diverse youth from many
cultural, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds. We also award
scholarships and grants, and in doing so, USTA/MTEF enhances
individuals’ personal growth, while also bringing it to children who
might never otherwise experience it. We have also expanded our support
to offer programming including wheelchair, adaptive and veterans’ tennis
programs.

What We Do:
• Promote tennis and educational opportunities to youth from all cultural and ethnic
backgrounds
• Promote and develop youth tennis as a lifetime sport that contributes to good health,
leadership, discipline, mental health awareness, and builds self-esteem
• Supports programs that focus on creating positive environments for at-risk youth (National
Junior Tennis & Learning (NJTL) Network)
• To help youth reach their highest potential in tennis and education
• Promote and develop opportunities to grow wheelchair and adaptive tennis to build stronger
and healthier communities

Where you come in:
We can’t do this alone. We are reaching out to businesses for help.
On Saturday, September 24th, the USTA/Midwest Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony will be held at the Alexander Hotel in
Indianapolis, Indiana. This banquet will host over 200 guests and
includes a silent auction. The distinguished honorees are Leslie
Allen, Bobby Bayliss, and Lornie Kuhle.
To read more about their historic contributions to tennis and the
community please visit: www.usta.com/2021midwesthalloffame.
This event is our primary fundraiser for the year and helps us raise
funds for the much-needed grants and scholarships we use to
support individuals and organizations.

Consider Donating in
the Following Ways:
Sponsor a table for 10 at the Hall of Fame
Dinner and Silent Auction
(limited tables available)

Signage for a Table
Hosted by: (Your Company Name Here)

Purchase an ad in our Hall of Fame
Program Book

Donate products, baskets, gift cards, or
funds to the Silent Auction

Sponsor a table for 10 at the Hall
of Fame Dinner and Silent Auction
$2,500 for a table for 10 (Limited tables available)
• Offers designated signage at table
• Company name and logo will be displayed at table
• Optional to lay out promotional items provided by company
• Allows predesignated seats for 10 people at the Hall of Fame Dinner so they can mingle
prior to the dinner and still have an assigned table.
• Sponsor will be listed in Hall of Fame Program book which is distributed to all guests
• Sponsor is listed on Silent Auction platform as donor at event and our online auction
platform
• Cost of ticket/dinner and drinks included with this price
• Tax deductible

Signage for a Table
$500
• Offers signage for a table – designated signage at a table
• Company name and logo will be displayed at table
• Optional to lay out promotional items provided by company
• Sponsor is listed in Hall of Fame Program book which is distributed to all guests
• Sponsor is listed on Silent Auction platform as donor at event and our online auction platform
• Tax deductible

Purchase an Ad in our Hall of
Fame Program Book
Prices range from $250-$1,000 depending on the size.
• An ad in our book can be anything from a congratulatory message for these extraordinary
individuals on their contributions to tennis, or an opportunity to increase your business
exposure within the tennis community and build brand awareness. We can even help you
craft your special message.
• Tax deductible

Donate products, baskets, gift
cards, or funds to the Silent
Auction
• Sponsor is listed on Silent Auction platform as donor at event and our online auction platform
• Tax deductible
• Sponsor is listed in Hall of Fame Program book which is distributed to all guests

If you have any questions or are interested in donating to the
USTA/Midwest Tennis & Education Foundation in any of the above
ways, please contact the Director of Development, Elizabeth Dickison,
at 317-669-0475 or elizabeth@midwest.usta.com.

A Message from the Director of Development:
“I am inspired by my years of experience working with our volunteers and board
members. I have had the pleasure of gaining a wealth of knowledge by learning
more about their unique perspectives and their diverse backgrounds. It has helped
create a collective vision and mission within our Foundation. Our programs, run by
volunteers in Midwest communities, do the work that change people’s lives. It’s the
people that make the difference. Over the years we have cultivated a group that is
more passionate than ever and created a culture of professional, driven leaders
with integrity who view each other and those they are helping as family.”
- Elizabeth Dicksion

2021 USTA/Midwest Section

Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony

Leslie Allen

Bobby Bayliss

Lornie Kuhle

Save The Date: Saturday, September 24th, 2022
Alexander Hotel

333 South Delaware Street, Indianapolis, IN 46204

Join us for a special evening as we honor our
2021 USTA/Midwest Section Hall of Fame Inductees.
Cocktail Reception - 6:00pm

Dinner - 7:00pm

Induction Ceremony - 8:00pm

Hall of Fame Inductees:
Leslie Allen of New York, NY (formerly Cleveland, OH)
Bobby Bayliss of Granger, IN
Lornie Kuhle of San Diego, CA (formerly Decatur, IL)

Visit www.usta.com/2021midwesthalloffame For more details
including purchasing tickets and buying a congratulatory
message in our program books.

USTA/Midwest Hall of Fame
Inductee: Leslie Allen
Leslie Allen grew up in Cleveland, Ohio and while she was
unranked as a junior player in the USTA, she ultimately found
herself with a career-high ranking of #17 in the world. Her
success in tennis began by winning the 12s ATA National
Championship, but her tennis dreams did not really spawn
until her senior year in Cleveland at Glenville High School
when, thanks to Title IX, she successfully sued the Ohio High
School Athletic Association in 1973 to become the first girl to
play on a boys team. Tennis then took her to the University
of Southern California where she graduated Magna Cum
Laude with a B.S. in speech communication while also
helping the Trojans win the National Championship in 1977.
After joining the WTA tour in 1977, Allen won the Avon
Championships in Detroit in 1981, becoming the first African
American woman to win a significant pro tennis tournament
since Althea Gibson in 1958. In her 10 years on the
professional tour, Allen was a top 20 player, won a combined
9 WTA tour singles and doubles titles, and was a Mixed
Doubles finalist at the 1983 French Open.
Allen retired from professional tennis in 1987 but remained very involved in the sport. She was a
television commentator, WTA Tour Global Event Manager, Director of Development and Public
Relations for the Jackie Robinson Foundation, was the first African American woman to serve as a
WTA Tournament Director and she also served on the WTA Board of Directors. In 2002, she
founded the Leslie Allen Foundation/Win4Life which introduces youth to the behind-the-scenes
careers in tennis.
An International Tennis Hall of Fame honoree and a member of the Eastern Tennis Hall of Fame,
Leslie now resides in the New York city area and is a Win4Life mentor, motivational speaker, and
Tennis Channel contributor.

USTA/Midwest Hall of Fame
Inductee: Lornie Kuhle
Growing up in Decatur, Illinois, Lornie found great success
on the tennis court, placing 3rd in the Illinois State High
School Championships in 1962 before going on to help his
team at Pan American University win the NAIA National
Team Championships in 1964 & 1965. At one point, Kuhle
was ranked in the top 10 in United States Men’s Doubles
with Tom Edlefsen as well as winning the USTA
Father/Daughter Championships in 2004. But it was a coach
& Tournament Director where Kuhle really made an
impression.
Perhaps most famously, Kuhle was the coach and manager
for Bobby Riggs during the Battle of the Sexes in 1973,
which he helped to promote, and later acted as consultant
for the Hollywood movie rendition of it in 2017. Kuhle also
spend five years as a traveling coach and practice partner
for Jimmy Connors as well as the personal coach of Chico
Hagey who later won Kalamazoo and attended Stanford.
Additionally, Kuhle coached the Los Angeles Strings in the
World Team Tennis League. Kuhle became the Tennis
Director at the MGM Grand Hotel in Las Vegas and held that position for 45 years.
In recent years, Kuhle acquired the Easter Bowl, the “Super Bowl” of Junior Tennis, as well as being
named by the USTA as Tournament Director of the USTA Billie Jean King Girls National 16s & 18s
Championships. Both of these events have grown in stature through Kuhle’s leadership.
Kuhle opened and developed the Bobby Riggs Tennis Club and Museum in Encinitas, CA in 1995
and resides in San Diego where he continues to be involved in multiple tennis projects.

USTA/Midwest Hall of Fame
Inductee: Bobby Bayliss
For 44 years, Robert “Bobby” Bayliss coached collegiate
tennis, dividing his time between three institutions: The
United States Naval Academy, the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and finally 26 seasons at The University of Notre
Dame. He experienced enormous success at each one and
remains one of the most accomplished college tennis
coaches of all time.
During his 15-year tenure at Navy, Bayliss was named
Mid-Atlantic Regional Coach of the Year for three
consecutive seasons, held the honor of being named the
1980 National Coach of the Year by the USPTA, and was
also Maryland Professional of the Year. Before landing at
Notre Dame, Bayliss spent three years at MIT leading the
team to two consecutive New England Intercollegiate titles.
Under coach Bayliss, Notre Dame experienced 22 NCAA
Championship berths, won a conference title eight times and
held nine conference tournament titles. The
accomplishments of his teams and players were staggering
and several of his players enjoyed enormous success such as David DiLucia who became the #1
ranked player in college tennis in 1992. While at Notre Dame, Bayliss was named Big East
Conference Coach of the year five times, was honored as National Coach of the Year twice, was a
five-time Midwest Region Coach of the Year, was named the top coach in the conference on 14
occasions and in 1995 was honored with the Meritorious Service Award for his extraordinary
contributions to college tennis and his service to the collegiate tennis community.
At all institutions, Bayliss was involved in more ways than just through coaching. He often spent
time in the classroom as a professor, was responsible for improvements at various facilities, hosted
free clinics, lectured at conventions and mentored assistant coaches. Bayliss has previously been
induced into the Halls of Fame for Thomas Jefferson High School, the University of Richmond, the
Richmond Tennis Association, the Blue Gray National Classic and is a member of the 2013 class of
the ITA Hall of Fame. On top of all this, in 2019, Bayliss became a published author with his book
Cross Court Reflections chronicling his final season at Notre Dame.
Bayliss remains involved with Notre Dame University and resides nearby in Granger, Indiana.

Thank you for your interest in
donating to The Midwest Tennis
& Education Foundation!
To learn more about the Midwest Tennis &
Education Foundation, visit our website at
www.midwesttennisfoundation.com
or scan the QR code!

